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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read pravers.

QUESTION—WATER SUPPLY,
HYDEN ROCEK.

My, BROWN asked the Minister for Agri-
cultwral Water Supplies: Is it true the
Government are removing sll material irom
Hyden Rock water supply beeause of the
suspension of the migration agreement?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (for the
Minister for Agricultural Water Supplies)
replied: No. The material has been re-
moved for the reason that the authorised in-
vestigation and construction of pioneer
water supplies in the area have been cown-
pleted.

QUESTION—TIMBER BROYALTIES.

Mr. J. H. SMITH asked the Pre-
mier: 1, [+ he aware that the Con-
servator of Tovests has inereased the
royalty on piles and poles by over
200 per cent. from the 15th of last
wonth? 2, Is it not a fect that over 95 per
cent. of this timber is vsed exclusively in
Western Australia for harbours, railways,
and other internal work? 3, Is it his in-
tention to veto this increase and give this
industry a chanee to compete with steel and
conerete ¥

The PREMIER replied: 1, The in-
crease of royalty applies only to piles
of longer lengths, and brings the rates
more in aecord with the value of the
piles referred to. There have been! very
few piles of these classes sold from Crown
lands during the past few years, 2, Ans-
wered by (1). 3, If the rates as gazeited
are found to be in any way prohibitive they
will be reconsidered.
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BILL—-LAND TAX AND INCOME TAX,
Council's Message.

Message from the Couneil received and
read, notifying that it did not press its re-
quested amendments, and had agreed to the
Bill without amendment.

BILL—CRIMINAL CODE
AMENDMENT.

Returned from the Council with amend-
ments.

BILL—FREMANTLE CITY COUNCIL
LANDS.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
M. F. Troy—DMMt. Magnet) [4.36] in mov-
ing the seeond reading said: This is only a
short Bill, but it is necessary to give effect
to the desire of the Fremantle City Council
to transfer certain lands that the Couneil
hold in trust. An attempt was made to put
the three clanses of this Bill by way of
amendment into the Fremantle Endowment
Lands Bill in another place, but the amend-
ment was ruled out of order by the Chair-
man of Committees in another place, and
so we have hrought down a new Bill
The Bill deals with two blocks of land. The
first, Lot 598, is held in trust by the Fre-
mantle ity Counecil for municipal purposes,
and the council desire to surrender it to the
Crown in order that it might be granted in
fee simple to the trustees of the Kinder-
garten Union of Western Australia Ineor-
ported in trust for the erection of buildings
thereon to further the object of the Kinder-
garten Union. It the Bill be passed, those
buildings, costing £1,000, will be erected at
an early date. The second block of land is
portion of Fremantle Town Lot 1508, which
the Fremantle City Council desire to trans-
fer to the Fremantle Municipal Tramways
and Electric Lighting Board, At present it
is held in trust for eorporation yards, but is
no longer required. The board desire to
ereet a substation on the lot.  Since the
tramways are under the joint eontrol of the
Fremantle City Council and the East Fre-
mantle Municipal Counei), it is proposed to
make a charge for the land. There is no
departmeutal objection to the Bill, and T
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hope it will be agreed to. I have here plans
explaining the purposes of the Bill. I
move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

HON. S8IR JAMES MITOHELL (Nor-
tham) {[4.40]: There can be no objection
to the passing of the Bill. The first of
these blocks of land is to go to the Kinder-
garten Union, a very worthy object of
which we all approve. There can be no
objection fo that. The remainder of the
Bill is for the purpose of allowing the
Fremantle City Council and the East Fre-
mantle Couneil to nse the second bloek for
their own purposes, really for tramway
purposes. It is merely to allow the Fre-
mantle Council to devote this land to some
use not originally thought of and which is
still muonicipal; so again there ean be no
objection. Tt is true the Bast Fremantle
Councit will have to pay something to the
Fremartle City Council, which will be used
for municipal purposes. I do not think we
need worry our heads about that, It is
merely a transfer from one local anthority
at Fromantle to another local authority at
¥icmantle. T have no ohjection to the Bill.

guestion put and passed.
Bill read a second time,

In Committee,

Mr. Panton in the Chair; the Minister
for lLands in charge of the Rill.

Clauses 1, 2—agreed to.

Clause 3—Land surrendered to be granted
to trustees of Kindergarten Union of West-
ern Australia Incorporated:

Mr. THOMSON: What safeguards will
there be in the event of this body becoming
defunct? Is there any provision that the
land will then revert to the Crown or to
the Fremantle City Council?  This land
might be of great value to the municipality
at a later date. Has the Minister any in-
formation in that regard?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I do not
know that there is any provision to safe-
guard such a position. The Fremantle City
Council are quite prepared to accept the
responsibility.

Mr. Thomson: Can the Minister tell us
the present value of the blocks?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No I
cannot. ,The Fremantle City Council are
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strongly in favour of the proposed trans-
fer.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Anyhow the land
will revert to the Crown if the Kindergar-
ten Union do not wuwse it.

Mr. Thomson: Will it not go bhack to
the Fremantle City Council?

Hon. W. D. Johnson: No, it cannot go
hack to the municipality.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The land
will be vested in the Kindergarten Union,
and if anything were to happen to that body
probably the land would revert to the Crown,
unless the Crown gave the union permission
to sell the land, as has been done on other
occasions. However, I do not think there
is any possibility of the Kindergarten Union
failing to nse the land.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 4—JFremantle City Coureil author-
ised to sell portion of Town Lot 1508:

Hon. W. D, JOHNSON: This is a new
principle. It provides that munieipal en-
dowment lands may be sold, and the pro-
ceeds used for ordinary municipal requisites.
It is a dangerous praectice to allow muni-
cipal endowment lands to be sold and the
money devoted to ordinary revenne. I do
not remember any such case in the past.
It is not wise that we should permit such
things to he done. It is a departure from
the general practice, which has been to allow
land to he transferred for specific purposes,
or the procecds from the sale of such lands
to be used for specific purposes.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Can the hon. member
snggest any other purpose for which the
money eould be used? Were it not for the
fact that the Fremantle Tramway Board
is operating in two different municipalities,
the Fremantle City Council would have
given the land to the board, just as is being
done with the Kindergarten Union. As
this is a case of joint ownership it is neces-
sary to fix a nominal sum so that the land
may become the property of the Tramway
Board.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I know of
several cases where endowment lands have
been sold and the proceeds devoted to gen-
eral municipal purposes. The Perth City
Council have sold endowment land, and have
advertised the sale in the newspapers. In
this particular case the proceeds of the
sale will he utilised for useful purposes,

Clanse put and passed.
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Schedule, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Third Reading.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Couneil.

BILL—ABORIGINES ACT AMEND-
MENT

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham) {4.531: I am sorry the Bill has come
down at this late stage of the session. It
is » wonder to me the Minister did not
make it retrospective,

The Premier: Do you mean as to fhe
numher of half-castes?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHKLL:;  There
are many departures ir this Bill from tha
existing Act. T notice, for instance, thut
the definition of “aboriginal” is to be
amended to include half-caste. There is
not much abont the measure to commend it
to anyone. I am surprised il went through
another place. The hest way fo deal with
it is in Committee, bt T hope it never
reaches that stage. 1 am with the Minister
in seeking to protect these unfortunate peo-
ple, but I am not with the Honorary Min-
ister, who introdueed the Bill, when he seeks
to deal with all of them as if they were guite
alike and equal. Many of these people are
living decent clean lives. They own land,
and are farming land. They are hard-
working and self-respecting pecple, and are
doing bonest toil for a living. 1 do not
know why we should in cases of that sort
hurt them by passing this Bill which will
give the Chief Protector the right to con-
trol their children up to the ame of 21. We
should consider the matter very ecarefuily
before we pass sneh a law.

The Premier: That right would not be
exercised with repard to the people refer-
red to by the hon. member.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We are
not entitled to assume that the powers that
are given will always he wisely exercised.

The Premier: There may be many eases
where it is necessary to give such control.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes,
but under different Aets we already have
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power to take control of the children, and
we are doing so. If peopie conld always
be relied nupon to exercise reasonable judg-
ment, and to act wisely and considerately
in matters of this kind, all might be well.
When persons are sppointed to the posi-
tion of inspector, we do not always look
into their character or judgment. If they
were required to pass an examination for
entry into the service, things might be dif-
ferent. We do not know that an inspector
who is appointed to handle situations that
may arise under the Bill will be 8 man of
sound judgment and qualified to handle dif-
ficult situations. If we could by law re-
strict those unforfunate circumstances that
arise, I should be glad to do so. No one
wants half-eastes very much; they are
neither white nor black. At the same time
they are being educated, and, the more care-
fully they ave brought up, the harder doe:
their lot become. If we could restriet the
birth of half-castes by any means I should
he prepared to go to considerable lengths,
bot that cannot be done by this Bill. It
ix proposed to give the Chief Protector the
right to control these people. T know of
some of them in the Sonth-West who are
living decent and good lives. In the Great
Southern there are may half-castes who
come within the same category.

The Premier: There are a good many
down the Great Southern.

Hon., Sivr JAMES MITCHELL: I re
member a deputation of natives waiting upon
me at the Williams over 20 years ago. It
was the first deputation of its kind. About
H profesied against being turned out at 6
oclock in Lhe evening. They said that es
T.ord Forvest had left the country and as I
was the same “Budgera” and brother that be
was, they claimed my help. Of course they
knew T was boen more or less in their dis-
trict.

The Premier: They have not the same
regard for us, only for the native-born.

Hon, Sivr JAMES MITCHELL: They had
the Bridgetown judgment.

The Premier: At Moore River it is clear
that the ahorigines think more of them-
selves than they do of the half-castes. I
have heard them say, “Me full-blooded.”
And white people do not want half-castes
either: in fact they are a tragedy.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL:  Theyp
are trying to live decent lives, and
a great many children are borm o
them. Sometimes the parents are half-
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castes on both sides  The children
are also being educated in our schools.
I remember n case that came before the
magistrate of the Children's Coort in a
country district. A cerfain hali-easte wo-
man wanted to bring up a child whi~h it
was proposed should be sent to ar institu-
tion. She appeared bhefore the magistrate
and said to him, “D¢ you know that this
child got the prize in the Btate School for
best-behaved child in the school? Yet you
say I do not know how to bring up «t child.”
Still, if such a child were sent to a home,
it wonld be decently trained theve. In such
institutions these children are looked after
just as are other children. The power, there-
fore, is necessary. This is a fairly impor-
tant Bill. Should we pass it ai so iate an
hour of the session?

The Premier: Tt has been carefully sern-
tinised in the House of review

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCREi.l.: On the
present oceasion this is the House of re-
view, and we should he most eareful.

Mr. Thomson: Ther make mistakes else-
where.

The Premier: Only at night, wien they
are tired.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: This,
anyhow, ought te Le a non-party Guestion.
Is Clause 25 a fair provision?

The Premier: We ought to have the
opinion of the memher for Roehourne (Mr.
Teesdale) on the whote Bill.

Hou. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: TLegisla-
tion of this kind ought to be prepared by
men under 30 vears of age. Clause 25
would not appear in the Bill if the measure
had heen drawn hy younger men.

Mr, SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber is not permitted to disemss clanses at
this stage.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
clanse provides severe penalties for anyone
eohabiting with # native woman—six
months’ imprisonment, or a fine of £100. It
can readily be understood that a voung man
might fall into an affair of that sort, with
extremely serious consequences, Parlidment
should not provide the opportunity o send
a bov to prison for a matter of that sort,
whichk may easily happen. and does in fact
happen.

Mr. Teesdale: It is not the worst thing
that might happen. either.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: No. We
have to bear in mind that a great many
people in this State will not know that the

[ASSEMBLY.]

Bill las become law, aud certainly witl not
be aware of the inclusion in it of this
provigion. The Bill proceeds on the priu-
ciple that an accused person is guilty until
he proves himself innocent.

The Minister for Agricnlture: That prin-
viple i= in the parent Act.

Mr. Angelo: But not accompanied by
those penalties.

ITon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: The fact
of the principle being included in the parent
JAet does not make it right. We ought to
protest against it, and we shall protest
aguinst it now that the opportunity offers.
An English judge has said that all legisla-
tion showld be scrutinised by a ecompetent
committee of the Honse, The British Par-
liament contains many  eminent lnwyers,
who can serutinise Bills,  The present mea-
sure i8 ne more sensibie than some other
legislation we have dealt with. though the
Bill contains some mnendments which may
he productive of zood,  8till, the measure
proposes to deal with all natives—wild
Macks in the INimberleys who have never
seen a town, and civilised aborigines in the
South-West. [ cannot believe that there are
3,000 half.eastes in the southern part of the
State.

The Minister for Agriculture: No: there
are 783 between here and Albany.

Hon. Siv JAMES MITCHELL: T thaught
the Minister said the nmmber approached
3,000,

The Minizter for Aorvicoltore: In
whole State.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The Bill
woes too far altogether. partienlarly when
it is apphed. as it will be, fo abarigines lv-
ing the life of white people. Even without
this measure, the children of such persons
ean he taken from their parents and <ent
to institutions,

The Minister for Agrienlture: These peo-
ple have dizeovered that we have not that
Power.

Hon. Sir JAMES MTTCHELL: But we
have the power. The magistrate of the
Children’s Court rertainly has pewer to
commit such children. That seems to me
entirelv right, and the proner wayv to handle
the question. But i= the Houre prepared to
aegree to a propozal that all these people,
civilised and uneivilised, shall he treated
alike? T hope hon. memhers will not pass
the second reading. A measure like this
snght not to oo through Committes in =
dav or twa, There should he not only time
far ns to consider it, hut opportanities foy

the
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the people generally, and for the persons
affected, to know what is being done. I see
ne reason why the Bill should be enacted in
this session.

Mr, Thomson: We have managed so long
without the Bill that we may let the matter
remain as it is a little longer,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: 1 have
geen the natives decreasing gradually, year
by year; and in my opinion this legislation
ought not to be passed.

The Minister for Agriculture: The view
taken is that the subject has been shelved
too long.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: That is
an extremely simple thing to say. Now, if'
we had had legislation which would have
prevented the appearance of these people!
But they are here now.

Mr. Davy: How couid they have heen
prevented ?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Of
course they enuld not have heen prevented.
They are here, and we mnst be careful in
passing legislation fo deal with them. I
suggest to the Premier that the measure be
withdrawn and ecarefully reconsidered, and
then perhaps submitted to the next Parlia-
wment. I hope that the general cleclion will
bring important changes, and that the next
Assembly will be better qualified to deal
with a non-party measore soch as this. We
are on this side in a House ¢f review, and
we have young memhers who are capahle of
fairly considering the proposais of the Bill.
I bezr of the young members to give the
measure careful consideration bhefore zllow-
ing it to pass into law.

MR. THOMSON (Katanning) [5.10]: I
agree that the Government’s intentions in
introducing the measure are most laudable
Undoubtedly there is a desire to protect
‘persons who may be imposed upon.  Still,
the measure should not be passed at this
late hour of the session. Unfortunately the
Bili interferes with the liberty of a consid-
erable section who, owing to no fault of
theirs, are owned by neither one side nor the
other. Nevertheless, quite a large number
of them are to-day earning just as much
money as average white men. Some of the
girls, too, are in respeectable service. The
drastic powers te be accorded to the Chief
Protector of Aborigines go beyond what the
House should agree to, in my opinion. If
the Bill dealt only with the wild natives of
the North, one could understand that there
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was some necessity for such provisions. The
measure provides that even a male half-
caste over the age of 21 years, if in the
Chief Protector’s opinion he is not capable
of managing his own affairs, shall be sub-
iect to this measure. A clause of that kind
should not be included in any Bill. Cer-
tainly, hali-castes should have the right of
appealing from the Chief Protector's de-
cision. TFurther, the Bill provides that no
one shall employ a half-easte nnder the age
of 21 without a permit from the Chief Pro-
tector. I hold no brief for the half-castes,
though I have a great deal of pity for them.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: It is quite right to
hold a brief for them, surely!

Mr. THOMSON: Then I will hold a
briet for them. In endeavouring to stand
up for their rights and privileges, I do not
act from the voting point of wview, hut
merely seek to protect from interference a
section of the community who are able to
go out and earn their own living. Some of
these half-castes can shear and earry out
farm work in competition with anyone else,
and yet they will have to get the permission
of the officer appointed in the distriet before
thev ean work for an employer! Such a
provision should not be embodied in the Bill.
Another dvastie provision is that the Chief
Protector will be able to demand a state-
ment of accounts from an employer, dating
back over a period of three years. That is
not in the interests of those who may feel
disposed to employ the natives or hslf-
vastes, or of the natives themselves. I agree
with the desire to tighten up the law for
the protection of half-caste girls. I have
indeed much sympathy for those wunfor-
tunate people, but to give the right that is
contained in the Bill to the Chief Protector
to take children away from their parents is
too drastie altogether. Many of these half-
castes are just as human as we are ourselves,
and we would eertainly resent strongly the
action of anvone, be his intention ever so
good, who might endeavour to take away
our children, so that they could be placed
in an institution. The position was well
illnstrated by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion, who cited the instanee of a magistrate
who claimed that the mother was incapable
of looking after her children, and yet one of
them had been awarded a prize for the hest
behaviour in her class at school. Certainly,
if the Bill reaches the Committee stage, I
shall endeavour fo secure the amendment
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of some of the clanses. I appeal to the
Government, even at this late stage, to hold
the Bill over, Several Bills of far greater
importance to the State have not yet come
before us. We bave carried on suc-
cessfully with the existing legislation and
the officials of the Aborigines Department
are alreedy looking after the native children
at Moore River and elsewhere. Every hon.
member will welcome the opportunity to
safeguard the freedom and privileges of
our native population. There is another
provision of the Bill that renders it obliga-
tory upon the employer of any aboriginal
or half-caste to be responsible for the pay-
ment of hospital fees, and so forth. I would
not for o moment suggest that an aboriginal
or a half-caste should not be treated with
all humanity, but I am afraid that such a
provision in the Bill would make the posi-
tion more intolerable than it is to-day for
the remnant of our native race. While the
intention of the Government is good, great
responsibilities are being placed upon the
Chief Protector, and T am afraid this may
lead to abuse. The Minister told us that
there were about 1,180 half-castes between
Perth and Albany. Those people have their
rights and are entitled to be heard. Mem-
bers of this House should have an oppor-
tunity to diseuss the Bill with natives and
half-castes in their counstituencies and ex-
plain to them what it is proposed to do re-
garding them and their children, We would
then know how the people directly concerned
viewed the legislation. Although fhese
people are small in nnmbers, their freedom
should not be unduly interfered with. I
cordially endorse the remarks of the Leader
of the Opposition, who suggested that the
Bill should be withdrawn.

MR. ANGELO (Gascovne) [521]: The
Aborigines Aect, which the Bill seeks to
amend, dates back to 1905, nearly a quarter
of a centnry ago. Most hon. members will
agree that a system that was good enough
25 years ago may hardly be applicable to
eonditions that obtain to-day. Our methods
of life are changing and those changes have
been rapid. In my opinion the time has
eome when the whole system under which
we deal with the aborigines and half-castes
in Western Australia should be fully in-
quired into. The position should be under-
stood by Parliament and recessary altera-
tions provided in a comprehensive piece of
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legistation. We all realise that the abori-
gines of Awustralin are decreasing at a
rapid rate. I doubt whether hon. mem-
bers realise quite how rapid that decrease
has been. When the white people took pos-
session of Australia, little more than 100
years ago, there were 300,000 aborigines in
the eountry. It is estimated that their num-
bers have decreased to 100,000.

Mr. Teesdale: All pure surmise and guess-
work!

Mr. ANGELO: A good many able men
have inquired into this subjeet.

Mr. Teesdale: You can see camps now
with 20 or 30 healthy kids in them,

Mr. ANGELO: It is estimated that the
number of aborigines in Weatern Australia
was 100,000 a eentury ago, but in-
vestigations now ghow that they have
decreased to about a fourth of that
number, All  that has taken ‘place
within a century. While the aborigines
themselves are decreasing rapidly in num-
bers, the half-castes are increasing, and
according to the flgures supplied to the Gov-
ernment, there are over 2,500 in Western
Australia to-day. Thirty or forty vears ago
it was a common sight to see aborigines in
the vicinity of Perth; we do not see them
here to-day. At Carnarvon, when I went
there in 1802, between 200 and 300 blacks
were camped within the town, and probably
another 300 or. 400 within ¢he municipal
boundaries.

Mr. Teesdale: And they had no votes!

Mr. ANGELO: To-day it is almost as
rare a sight to see an aboriginal in Carnar-
von as it is to see one in Perth.

Mr. Teesdale: The Carnarvon people are
too civilised.

Mr. ANGELO: Perhaps that is the
trouble. Why has this decrease taken place?
Is it because of ill-treatment by the people
of Western Australia?

Mr. Teesdate: Certainly not.

Mr. ANGELO: Most emphatically it is
not. Perhaps the trouble has been from
the reverse point of view. The people have
bheen too kind and considerate of what would
be to the advantage of the native. I have
seen a good deal of the aborigines during
the 40 odqd vears I resided in the North. In
my opinion, the greatest mortality amongst
the aborigines has been due to supplying
them with clothing and hlankets. Before
the natives were asked to don elothes, when
they were wet with rain they either sat
down by & fire, or the natural heat of their
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bodies dried them off in a few moments.
The poor natives do not understand the use

of elothing. Now when they get ‘vet
with the rain, they kie down in their
wet alothes and go to sleep covered

by a wet blankeh 1Is it any wonder
that they suffer from lung and other diseases?
It is from this canse that their numbers
have decreased very conmsiderably. Then,
again, the white people have given them
foods to which they have been unacens-
tomed, and unfortunately the disenses intre-
dueed by Europeans have also had a lot to
do with decimating the ranks of the abori-
gines,

Mr. Lamond : What about the diseases in-
troduced hy the Asiaties?

Mr. ANGELO: The Asiaties have not had
much to do with the position in the southern
part of the State, although thev have in
the North. The decrease in numbers has
been greatest in the South. The natives in
the North have not suffered to the same
extent. After a quarter of a century’s
experience under old conditions, we now re-
quire a thorough inquiry by competent men
into the future dealings with the aborigines.
That is what we want. What does the Min-
ieter in charge of the Aborigines Depart-
ment know about this important question?
What does our Chief Proteetor know ahont
it? He has certainly bhad some years of ex-
perience, but 90 per cent. of his time is spent
in his office. [t is impossible for one man
to go round the whole of the State and gain
a knowledge of the conditions of the natives
for a brief period. What do the members
ol this House know ahont native problems’
1 expect quite 70 per cent. of them kiow no-
thing at all about them. IPerhaps 10 per eent.
may have some knowledge of the natives
in the Far North; another 10 per cent. may
have some knowledge of the natives in the
middle portions of the State, and another
10 per cent. may have similar knowledge
regarding the natives in the South-West.
At least 70 per cent. of the members of the
Chamber know praectically nothing about
the native problems. Yet we are asked to
pass legislation to govern the natives and
to agree to drastic prohibitions and provi-
sions!

Mr. Thomson: Some are very drastie.

Mr. ANGELO: That is so, and we are
asked to pass the legislation merely on the
word of one man—the Chief Protector. I
have a high regard for that officer, but T
say emphatieally that, in my opinion, he can.
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not have a thorough knowledge of the whole
native problem. On such authority, we
should not be asked to pass legislation to
govern our future relations with the natives,
who represent a legacy left to us by the
Motherland when she granted us respons-
ible rovernment. There are & number of
questions that could be inquired inte. To
my mind a Royal Commission of inquiry
should be appointed and I would like to
see it appointed straight away so that the
commission ¢ould submit a report to the
first session of the next Parliament. It
might then be diseovered by the Govern-
ment that it was necessary to establish a
new system of control and administration,
and that it should he embarked upon im-
mediately. Such a commission should m-
clude u medical man who understands the
diseases to which the natives are subject.
We have in the Public Service at the pre-
sent time a doctor qualified to undertake
the work. I refer to Dr. Lovegrove, who
was in charge of the lock hospitals at
Dorre and Bernier Islands some years ago.
The Commission should also include & rep-
resentative of the pastoralists, a man who
has had experience of the natives and is
acquainted with their habits. There should
also be a representative from the southern
areas, who has secen something of the half-
cnste seetion of the aboriginal community,
and could advise on the best method of deal-
ing with them there. The Chief Protector
of Aborigines wonld accompany the com-
mission, give advice and note the evidence
taken. 1 am firmly of opinion that we
should go no further with any amending
legislation until the whole question has been
investigated. There is one question I have
often heard discussed, a most important
question, on which I certainly should not
like to express an opinion or cast a vote
in this House without the fullest in-
quiry. Are the natives and half-castes
to be encouraged to perpetnate their
race, or should we adopt a suggestion that
by segregation their inerease should be mini-
mised as much as possible? It is an im-
portant question into which a commission
could inquire. It might be a drastic step,
but let us consider the life of the aboriginal
or half-caste of the future. The life for
neither of them would he an enviable one.
I am not referring to the aborigines or half-
castes of the present time, but would it not
be better if the race were not perpeinated
hereafter? A great many people are of opin-
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ion that we should do our utmost to make
the life of the present aborigines and half-
castes as happy as possible, but that we
should prevent their perpetuating the
species,

Mr. Teesdale: If you want them fo be
bhappy, do not interfere with them but leave
them to themselves.

Mr. ANGELO: That is & suggestion with
which I agree. How would segregation be
carried out? It might be done by allotting
to half-castes and natives certain areas of
land where they could live and work out
their own destinies, but that is a gquestion
on which I should not like to express a
definite opinion, It is a big question. Are
we doing the right thing by allowing the
aborigines (0 perpetnate their race in a
eounfry where their life in future is likely
to be anything but a happy one? The life
of the half-caste in fmfure is not going to
be happy. The aboriginal does not want
him; the white man does not want him; no-
body wanis him. The half-caste is un-
wanted by all.

The Minister for Agrienlture: The fact
remains that we have them amongst us.

Mr. ANGELO: I am not referring to
those at present with ns. Our duty to the
aboriginal and half-caste of to-day is to
make their lot as happy as possible. That
is whal we were told we would have to do
when we got Responsible Government. It
was one of the conditions on which Respon-
sible Government was granted.

. The Minister for Agriculture: You sug-
gest & masterly inactivity—let them go.

Mr. ANGELO: I do not.

The Minister for Agriculture: But you
do.

Mr. ANGELO: No; I say that neither
the Minister nor the Chief Protector nor
any member here is competent to give a
considered opinion as to the best steps to
take for dealing with the aboriginal ques-
tion. 1t can be decided only by definite
investigation undertaken by people who
know something of the subject. A medical
man, assisted by men who have been accus-
tomed to handling aborigines and half-
castes, could advise the House on the leg-
islation we should pass for the future con-
trol of aborigines. Then when the House
understood whet was required, it would be
time enough to amend our legislation. It
may he said that investigation by a com-
mission would be expensive, but we must
not forget that we undertook to do our best
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for the native people. When the aborigines
were handed over to usin 1889, it was under-
stood that we would spend 1 per cent. of our
gross revenue for their benefit, Sixteen
years later an amendment of the Consti-
tution Act was agreed to reducing the ex-
penditure to £10,000 2 year. 1 do not know
whether the Western Australian Parliament
had a right to pass that amending legisla-
tion. Anyhow I am pleased that in every
year sinec we have spent considerably more
than the £10,000. What we are spending,
however, is nothing like the amount we
should now he providing out of our rev-
enue. Consequently, if inguiry hy Royal
Commission costs a certain amount of
money, we should not cavil at it. This is a
condition we accepted with our eves open,
and we should keep faith with the British
Government. The Bill proves the necessity
for recunsidering the whole guestion. The
chief ohject of the Bill is to include half-
castes and regard them as aborigines. That
is a development of the last quarter of a
eentury which has altered conditions and
made further investigation necessary. That
queslion alone is a strong ergument in fav-
vir of a fall inquiry heing made hefore
any amending legislation is passed. I join
witi: previous speakers in requesting the
CGhevernment to withdraw the Bill and im-
m Mately appoint a Royal Commission to
inqunire fully into the whole question, so
that their report would be ready at the
vopeming of the first session of the new Par-
liament by which time the Minister and the
Chief Protector would have determined the
best methods of dealing with the unfortun-
ate people concerned.

MR. SLEEMAN (Fremantle) [5.38]:
This ix one occasion on which T caun agree
with guite a lot of what the Leader of the
Opposition has said, for I do not like the
Bill at all. It seems to me that the measure,
from beginning to end, leaves too much to
the Chief Protector, instead of to the Min-
ister. When the Premier introduces legisla-
tion dealing with one of his departments, it
is not the secretarv to the Premier who is
mentioned: it is the Minister. When the
Minister for Works introduces legislation
dealing with his department, the Minister
and not the TUnder Secretary for Works is
the one charged with the responsibility.
With all dne deference to the Chief Pro-
tector of Aborigines, who I understand is
an able officer, the power shonld ba vested,
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not in him, but in the Minister. If the Bill
reaches the Committee stage, I shall oppose
quite a lot of the clauses. One portion of
the Bill provides that in the event of a
half-caste meeting with an accident in the
course of his employment, the employer shall
be responsible for medical and funeral ex-
penses. There are quite a number of fine
half-castes—married men with families—in
this eountry working for employers, aund if
they met with an accident in the course of
their employment, the employer, in addition
to providing medical and funeral expenses,
should pay something by way of compensa-
tion to the family for the loss of the bread-
winner. Quite a number of half-castes, al-
though thev have hlack blood in their veins,
are whites as regards their habits, but there
are other half-castes living practically the
lives of blackfellows, and the Bill does not
differentiate between the two. I am opposed
to that portion of the Bill. A elanse pro-
vides that if a male person is found travel-
ling with an aboriginal or half-caste female,
i: shall he prima facie evidence that he is co-
babiting with her, and unless he can prove
hig innocence, he is liable {o a penalty. This
involves a principle that 1 oppose every
time it appears. It is worse in this Bill than
in any other measure. A bushman may
have a female black travelling with him to
track his horses. When I came to Western
Australia as a boy, 1 was giver to under-
stand that the female black was much super-
ior as a tracker to the male hlack. T helieve
it is still u common thing for bushmen and
teamsters to take female blacks with them
in order to track their horses in the hush.
Yet we are asked to provide that if a man
is canght travelling with a blark woman,
it 1s to be prima facic evidence that he is
cohabiting with her, and the onus of prov-
ing his innocence ix east upon him. 1 shall
not be a party to placing that provision on
the statute-bqok.

Mr. Lamond: How could he prove his
innoeence ?

Mr. SLEEMAN: That is what I wish to
know. While it may be possible to prove
his guilt, if he were gunilty, which in very
few instances he might be, T am anite un-
able to see how he could prove hiz inno-
cence. I shall fight such a nraposal every
time it appears. The princivle is bad, no
matter where it oceurs. The Leader of the
Opposition will have my support in Com-
mittee in his efforts to strike out nuite a
number of the clauses.
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On motion by Hon. W. D. Johnson, de-
bate adjourned.

BILL—GERALDTON SAILORS AND
SOLDIERS' MEMORIAL INSTITUTE.

In Commitiee,

Resumed from the previous day; Mr.
Panton in the Chair; Mr Davy in charge
of the Bill.

Clause 4—Trustees to be a corporate
body:

[Hon. W. D. Johmson Llad moved an
amendment to strike out of Subclause 4 the
words “appointed by the executive.’]

Mr, DAVY: I appreciate the etforts of
the member for Guildford to improve the
Bill, but I doubt whether this amendment
will be &n improvement. The Bill provides
that two trustees shall be appointed by the
executive of the Geraldton Sub-branch of the
Sailors and Soldiers’ Imperial League.
Surely that is demoeratic enough. The
member for Guildford shakes his head. The
league in Perth appoint trustees for all sorts
of purposes.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: It iz quite wrong.

Mr. DAVY: T do not agree that it is
wrong. The hon. member is carryving the
democratic prineiple to an absolute extreme.
The executive are elected by members of
the branch, and surely they can be entrusted
to appoint the two ftrustees. The exeentive
nf the branch are probably the people most
actively interested. T am grateful to
the hon. member for taking such an
interest in the Rill, but surely it is
‘the proper thing for thé leagne sub-
branch to elect the trustees. If the hon.
memher has his way there will have to he a
meeting of the memhers of the branch and
that will mean sending out notices to all
branches,

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Surely they have
meetings; thev are not run hy the exeentives.

Mr. DAVY: I suppose they do have
meetings, but my experience of general
meetings of branches of the Returned
Soldiers’ League is that they happen about
once a year and then they are more in the
nature of social gatherings and they do not
want to be bothered with this type of busi-
ness, The amendment would also mean the
dragging in of the Crown Law Department
to set out how the election is to take place.
The hon. member wishes to overload the
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whole business. I hope the Committee will
not agree to the amendment.

Hon. W. D, JOHNSON: We are deal-
ing with a big property in Geraldton
used for returned sailors and soldiers.
People reside there and use the building,
and I assnme there are members of the rank
and tile of the Returned Soldiers’ Associa-
tion living there and whbo take an interest
in the building. My desire is that those
members shall have a say as to who the
trustees are to he to look ofter the property
that was purchased for their use. There
must be a meeting to elect an exeeutive, and
annual general meetings are usually held
at the end of the year. My desire is
that not «nly the executive, but the trustees
as well shall be elected. The trustees will
deal with valuable property when they are
given power to dispose of it. Surely it is
not unreasonable to urge that those who are
interested in the building should have a
say in the election of the trustees who may
dispose of the property.

Mr. Davy: You might apply that arpm-
ment to the election of Ministers of the
Crown by the people.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: There is no
analogy because Ministers are elected only
after an appeal to the people, If we agree
to the appointment by the executive, it will
be a distinet departure from recognised
practice in connection with property the
money for the purchase of which was raised
by public effort. Tt is only reasonable and
right we should say that the returned
soldiers snd not the executive should bave
a voice in the election of the trustees.

Mr. Davy: What about returned soldiers
who are not members of the league? Aec-
cording to your proposzl every returned
soldier should have a vote.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I agree that if
you want to do effeetive work you must bave
organisation. X have no desire to extend to
returned soldiers outside the organisation
any privilege that I would not extend to
others outside other organisations. My at-
tention has just now been drawn to the fact
that the Bill sets ont that a returned soldier
means any person who is eligible for mem-
bership. Thus the Bill provides for all re-
turned soldiers. What the Bill proposes is
that the control of the property shall be in
the bands of trustees to be elected by a
limited few.
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The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: With
the member for West Perth I was pleased to
support the first amendment moved by the
member for Guildford in regard to the
Mayor having the right to appoint trustees.
I am not in favour of the amendment we
are now disenssing because I know just how
returned soldiers’ meetings are carried on. If
the exeeutive should appoint somebody who
was not considered by members of the lea-
gue to be suitahle, the executive conld be
removed, and another executive, who would
appoint sunitable trustees, elected. ‘The
clause gives authority to the execative to
remove, if they so desire, any trustees.
Tn these circumstanees, and seeing it is not
an appointment for any great length of
time, and that the executive can remove
the trustees, I think this would he the
more businesslike way of doing it. So I
prefer that the clause be left as printed.

Amendment put and negatived.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: There are or
the Notiee Paper other amendments that
would have been consequential. However
I move an amendment—

That the provise to Subelaure 4 he struek
out with n view to inserting other words.

Mr. DAVY: I think it would be per-
fectly proper to strike out the proviso and
then insert the new provision proposed by
the hon. member, with certain amendments.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. W. I). JOHNSON:
amendment—

[ move an

That the following mew subelause be in-
serted, to stund as Subelause 5:- ='*The Gov-
ernor may at any time cxercise the powers of
the said couneil or the said executive under
this section if sueh couneil or exceutive shall
fail to make any neecssary election,’’

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 5 to 7—agreed to.

Clause 8—Registrar of Titles to register
trustees as proprietors of land:

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON:
amendment—

I move an
That in lines 1 and 2 the words ‘‘a maj-
ority of'’ be struck out,

Amendment put and passed; the clausae,
as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 9 and 10—agreed to.
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New clause:

Uen. W, D. JOHNSON: It is reason-
able to suggest that the trustees shall give
an acecount of their stewardship at regular
intervals. I move—

Thay the following new clause be inserted,
to stand as Clause 11:—

\ccounts, annual report, and fuuncinl state-
ment,

11, (1.) The trustees shall cause truc and
regular accounts to be kept, which shall e
audited by rhe town clerk of Geraldton or some
person appointed by him.

(2.} The trustees shall present to the coun-

cil of the said municipality annually o finan-
ciul statement eertificd by the town clerk or
auditor, and a report of tL.v: proceedings and
eperations Quring the year.
It is dealing with valuabie property, and
I tbink the public should know exactly what
the trustees are deing with the money sub-
seribed by the public.

My, DAVY: The law as it stends says
that every trustee is hound to keep accounts
and submit a report. Every trustee must
give an account of hix stewardship, and if
he does not do so the court will make him
do it. The proposed new clause is quite
unnecessary and a distinet departurve. The
trustees must keep frue and remular ae-
counts.

Hon, W. D, Johnson: Who will take ac-
tion to make them!

Mr. DAVY: The Returned Soldiers’
League.

Hon. W. D, Johnson: Why pnt the ve-
sponsibility on them?

Mr. DAVY: The responsibility will be
on them even if we accept the proposed new
clause, Somebody will have to make the
trustees do these things. Either the council
or the leagne will see to that, even if we
say nothing about it. ‘The proposed new
¢lause is entirelv unneressary.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Would it be im-
proved if we were to strike out Subclanse
1 and retain Subeclausze 29

Mr. DAVY: That will do.
amendment—

That Subelause I be struck oul.

T move an

Amendment put and passed: the new

alause, as amended, agreed fo.
Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 pom.

Title, Preamble—agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments.
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Kecommiital.

On motion by Hon. Sir James Miichell,
Bill recommiited for the purpose of fur-
ther considering Tlause 4.

In Committee.

Mr. Panton in ihe Chair: Mr, Davy in
charge of the Bill.

Clause 4—Truslees to be a corporate byudy:

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I move
an amendment— ’

That in Subelause 3 the words ‘“in the pre-

seribed manner?’’ be struek out.
If these words are left in, it will be peces-
sary to make regulations. That would be
merely a waste of time.  The municipal
council can suvely be trusted to elect these
members without beiny specifically in-
structed how to do so.

Hon. W, D. JOUNSON: I have no ob-
jection to the ammendment. As it is under-
stood that the wmunicipal couneil will elect
the trustees, I am quite agreeable fo the
alteration.

Amendment put and passed; the clause
as amended, agreed to.

Bill again reported with an amendment,
aned Lthe veports adopted

MOTION—MINING REGULATIONS,
AMENDMENTS.

To disallow.

Debate resumed from the previous day
on the fellowing motion by Hon. Sir James
Mitchell :—

That the amendmoents to Regulations under
**The Mines Regulation Act, 1906,’’ published
in the *‘Government Gazette’’ om the 15th
November, 1929, and laid on the Table of the
House on the 26th XNovember, 1929, be and
are hereby disallowed.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hoo.
S, W. Munsie—Hannans} 17.40]: The Lead-
er of the Opposition seems to be concerned
about giving power to inspectors such as
is mentioned in these regulations. He asked
definitely whether I was prepared to make
some amendment fo allow a mine manager,
or a company, the right of appeal from the
decision of an inspeetor, to the Minister. T
assured him I had no objection to that. I
would even go further and draft a regula-
tion permitting that. I will do that as soon
as possible.



2114

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:z That is all
right.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is use-
less to draft a new regulation until we see
whether these become law, If they do not
beecome law, it will not be necessary to
draft anvthing more. I hope they will be-
come law. There are only four regulations
in question. The main objection has been
taken to two of them. The first is in con-
nection with rock-drilling machines and the
other in connection with firing underground.
There is also one dcaling with the power
of the inspector to condemn roek-drilling
machines. This says that a distriet inspee-
tor of mines may, by notice in the record
book, prohibit the use of any rock-drilling
machine which in his opinion causes dust,
and seriously and materially endangers the
halth of the workers., Dry percussion ma-
chine drills may not be used in the mines
except in shafts or winzes. No matter what
the Act or regulations say, they must be
governed by eommon sense.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: They have to
be administered according to the law of

the land.

The MINISTER FOR MINFES: And that
has to be interpreted in a common-sense
manner. It is intended to prevent mining
companies from installing new rock drills
that are not water-lined. Most of the ma-
chines used to-day are of the dry pereus-
sion type. I know of one mine that w?uld
have to stop working if these regulations
were rigidly enforced. I do not believe 1t
has sufficient capital on band to purchase
water-lined drills. It is not intended to
bring that about. We have been using these
dry percussion drills for over 30 years, and
it is now time their further use was pro-
hibited. They can still be used in shafts
or winzes, where the men are boring down
holes ali the time. A member of another
place suggested that the regulations were
drafted by the executive of the AW.U.
handed to me, and put into operation by
me. -

Mr. Marshall: All balderdash.
The MINISTER TFOR MINES: Of

course it is. No other term can be applied
to the statement.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You protest
too much.

[ASSEMBLY ]

Mr. Marshall: Bunkum!

The MINISTER FOR MINES: What
was recommended to me by the executive
of the AW, U. was that in future only lony
piston water drills should be used, and that
these should be provided for in the regula-
tions. T amn not prepared to issne a regulation
of that deseiption, giving a monopoly to any
rock-drill company. Neither am I prepared
to stipulate definitely what elass of machine
shall be introdueed, as I want to have the
right to get the best. What is the best to-
day might by some genius he rendered ab-
zolete in six months’ time; and then the
improved machine ¢could not be introduced
except by amendment of the regulations.
As regards dry drills, when introducing
the Aines Estimates I gave sufficient in-
formation as to the examination of the men
concerned to show that evervthing reason-
ably possible is done in the interests of their
health. Every regulation is promulgated
purely in the interests of the bealth of
the men, and with but slight inconvenience
and expense to the mining eocmpanies. In
Kalgoorlie to-day 90 per cent. of the drills
used are waterlined. Those are the drills
we want. If a hole is being bored straight
up, the water is there just the same, since
it goes through the centre of the drill.
There is a continuous stream of water. 1
have gone to the trouble of ascertaining
that in South Africa only waterlined ma-
chines, though not machines of any par-
ticular brand, are used in developmental
work on the Rand mines. The beneficial
conditions in South Africa as to phthisis
and dust are attributed largely to the iniro-
duction of that machinery. If that can be
achieved in South Africa, it can be achieved
in Western Australia. Morcover it ean be
done at very little expense indeed to the
mihing companies.

Mr, Mann: What is the cost of the ma-
chines?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Be-
tween £130 and £200. Elsewhere the point
has been raised that the Government are
trying to foist upon the mining companies
machines that will increase working costs.
But 80 per cent. of the waterlined machines
used in Kalgoorlie to-day are operated by
one man; they are, in fact, one-man ma-
chines. On the ordinary rock drill machine,
two men must be employed. The water-
lined machines have meant a saving to the
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mining companies. As to ventilation of
dead-ends, the regulation provides—

In all mines where compressed air is used
underground, it shall be compulsory for the
mapager to instal Venturi blowers or other
appliances or means which, in the opinion of

the distriet inspec¢tor, are equally efficient in
all dead ends.

So far as my information goes, the best
method of ventilating dead-ends is the Ven-
turi blower. I have been asked to stipulate
defipitely that Venturi blowers must be in-
stalled in dead-ends. However, I am not
prepared to do that. If some superior
method of ventilation comes along, why not
have the right to use itY Moreover, there
is a difference of opinion between some of
the mine managers and the inspectors at
Kalgoorlie as to ventilation of dead-ends.
Some managers are introducing what s
known as the ice-box, a method devised by
themselves for forcing air through ice. It
certainly cools the air, and I am told that
in many instances the men prefer that sys-
tem to the Venturi blower. From all the
tests and srguments, however, it does seem
that the Venturi blower is at present the
best means of veatilating dead-ends. There-
fore the regulation provides accordingly, in
the case of mines where compressed air is
used. It does not apply where compressed
air is not used. Above all things we want
te prevent the dust caused in dead-ends,
and the resultant injury to the health of
the men working there. In many Kalgoorlie
mines the Arhitration Court award compels
companies who have not installed Venturi
blowers to work 6-hour shifts, the court
in its wisdom having decided that when the
dry bulb temperature reaches over 76 de-
grees, work must be done in 6-hour shifts.
In many dead-ends the temperature counld not
be reduced to 76 degrees. Where the Ven-
turi blower has been installed, however, the
8-hour shift has been largely reverted to.
Some people have argued that the men
themselves are asking for the 6-hour shift.
That statement is ridiculous.

Hon Sir James Mitchell: It has not been
made here.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No; but
it has been made, and stressed, in another
place. The allegation is that the men are
deliberately doing things te get the tempera-
ture above 76 degrees for the sake of the
6-bhour shift, and that they quarrel as to who
is to get the 6-hour shift. I bave frequently
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attended meetings of the men in Kalgoorlie,
and I have never yet heard a man express
himself otherwise than “Get away from the
6-hour shift; we want the better conditions;
we want ventilation and good conditions in
preference to even a 4-hour shift.” T have
never heard a man say anvthing different.
As regards work in hot places, the regula-
tion provides—

In all cases where employees are required
to work in hot places underground, where 8-
hour =shifts nre worked, they shall, after a
period not exceeding threc calendar months,
be transferred to work in one of the coolest

portions of the mine for a period of not
less than three calendar months.

Men have complained after working for
more than three wmonths in 6-hour places,
and in most instances the management has
taken them out and put other men in. In
other cases the men have not heen relieved,
there being nowhere else for them to go to
work.  'What the regulation provides is
only fair. It says, in effect, “TLef somebody
else take a tum for three months at the
6-hour end.” The regulation as to firing
underground reads— -

Ags far a8 is reasomably praeticable firing
underground shall be restricted to the end of
cach shift, and no workman shall continue to

work in the track of the fumres and dust cre-
ated by such firing.

I shall presenily read a statement bearing
out what T have said as to the comparatively
small cost of giving effect to these regula-
tions. Some men fire indiseriminately, just
wher they like, with the result that the frae-
tear fumes and the dust from the firing
travel in the npeast air past four or five other
sets of men working in stopes. When the
thickest of the smoke comes, all the men
have to knoek off; but when the worst is
past, they go back. Buf the fumes and the
dust are then still passing through the air.
I believe that the fact of men working in the
return air from firing bas been the chief
cause of miner’s complaint in Western Aus-
tralia. All that the regulation means is that
if & man, or a pair of men, or two pairs of
men should be working in such a plaece,
instead of the firing being done indis-
criminately, some other place must be
found for them to work in until such
time as the other men are out of the
place where the firing is to be done.
Quite recently the State Mining Engineer,
who is also Chief Inspector of Mines, spent
some eight days in Kalgoorlie, devoling a
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day and a half to some mines and & day
to others. He bas submitted a most inter-
esting report as the result of his visit, and
bi< general remarks are especially well
warth reading, Immedistely I saw thut por-
tion of his report, I gave instruetions that
a copy of that portion should be sent to
the secrelary of the Miners’ Union in Kal-
goorlie, with & view to securing the eo-
operation of the men towards the esiab-
lislonent of the eonditions desired. The re-
port of the State Mining Engineer, under
the heading “(ieneral,” says—

There i3 not the least doubt in my mind
that  conditions underground are gradually
being improved. T regret very much, how-
ever, that T saw plenty of evidence of care-
lessmess of the men relating to making use
of facilities provided for keeping the air as
free from dust und fumes as possible. On
seversl occeasions during visits to development
ends in various mines, Venturis bad been in-
stalled, but were not working, and the atmos-
phere was dust-laden. In each of these in-
stances compressed air was turned om, and in
the course of u short time eonditions gradu-
ally improved and soon became good. The in-
variable excuse for not having Venturis in op-
eration was ‘‘Somecone must have turned the
air off.’’ Similurlysl saw the dry ore being
shovelled or handled underground and causing
excossive dust, when hoses provided for the
purpose of wetting the ore had mot heen used.
I would like to state that in other cases the
men econcerned paid particular care to make
foll use of faeilities provided for the better-
ment of eonditions.

I applaud the man who does make full use
of the facilities provided. The man who
does not make use of them should be com-
pelled fo do so.

Mr. Marshall:  He should be liable to a
fine for not doing so.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: He is
liable under the Act. In his own interests,
and in the interests of his fellow-workers,
he should be compelled to make use of the
facilities provided. With regard to firing,
this is what the State Mining Engineer had
to say—

I would like to draw attentinn to the fact
that the Generul Manager of the Lake View
and Star group has taken steps to stop pro-
miscuous firing underzround. He has told his
tributers that firing shall only be done in the
hours preseribed, and any tributer who dis-
obeys this rule will lose his tribute. I feel
certain. that his attitude in this matter will
have a particularly heneficial effect upon con-
ditions underground.

I do not desire to say anything that will
reflect upon the former management of the
mwitue, hut the manager referred to has re-
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cently taken charge. He is a man who has
had experience in other parts of the world.
In taking over the Lake View and Star
mine, he assumed control of the mine that
is employing over 33 per ceat, of the miners
on the Kalgoorlie field, He has insisted
upon putting into operation on his mijne
what I ask shall be done under the regula-
tion. If it is right for the biggest mine
in Kalgoorlie to adopt what is suggested
in the regulations, what is wrong with
framing those regulations to compel others
to do the same thing? There can be no
argument against that. 1 want to read the
opinions of the Chief Inspector, Mr.
Phoenix, in his latest report on the regula-
tions 1 have introduced—

Indiseriminate firing: In my reports and
verbally, during inspections, I have made a
practice of pointing out where conditions are
or are likely to be unsatisfactory in respect to
phthisis-producing duest, and have indicated
what steps ought to be taken to ameliorate
these conditions.  Tabulated resulis by the
Konimeter method of sampling the under-
ground atmosphere show that dust after firing
is extremely bad, yet both the employers and
the employees have shown little desire to have
any reguletion of the conditions of firing to
contrul the formation of qust. I am of upin-
jon that ounly goed can reru't in facing the
present  position and ascertaining what con-
ditions are unsatisfactory, and how best they
can be improved. The remedies to my mund
are simple. They consist of use of safer types
of axial water-feed rock drills, dilutien and
removal of dwst by copious air-currents in de-
velopment ends, and regulation of times and
mothods of firing. If these can be accom-
plished we shail have mines that would be
free from phthisia-producing or dangerous
dust. The medical examination of miners nas
been progressing steadily throughout the year.
Although the pereentage of tuberculosis is
high it must not be forgotten that we had, at
the beginning of the year, over 500 men that
have been wn the industry hetween 21 and 30
years. It is soch men who are still mining
that make the percentage high, they being
especially liable to econtract tubereulosis.
These mines can be made safe from a dust
point of view. It is only a matter of co-opera-
tion und a willingness by all partivs to face
facts. The remedies are simple, and can be
applied without much inconvericner of ex-
pense,

This man knows what he is talking about;
he is an expert and a thoroughly good man,
particularly with regard to ventilation. He
goes on to say—

Dr. Collig, in a lecture at the Carncgiwe In-
stitute of Techunology, referred to cxperiments
which showed how tuberele bacilli multiply in
tisanes damaged by silica, but not Ly any
other minerals. ‘‘These experiments conclu-
sively prove,’’ he said, ‘‘that siliea dust ex-
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erts its harmfal influence by passing into solu-
‘tion and re-acting chemically upon the lung
tissne.

We have silica in onr mines and that is
why we want to allay the dust nuisance.
Dealing with miner's phthisis, Inspector
Phoenix says—

Miner’s phthisis: The prevention of miner’s
phibisis is a subject of supreme importance
that has medical aspeets on which I am not in
a position to report fully, hut there are some
matters T would like to mention briefly, There
is evidence that eonditions with regard to dust
prevention amd Aust laying have improved, buat
a turther improvement must he made hefore
we can eliminate silicosis frome our mines.
There must he no slackening of vigilance and
unremitting effort ¢n the part of the miwe
oftieizls in combatine this disease. but T have
had eause to complain of laxiry in eertain in-
stanees,  Although steady and slow progress
hag heen mated, we have a long wuy to go to
reach the stapge of finality, Regulations that
will cmbeace measures ta prevent accumnla-
tion of dust will temd te help to cradicate
iner’s phthisis. Sueh proceed upon the as-
sumption thot injury to 2 eitizen by this dis-
ease is an eeouowie injury to tlis Siate, en-
tailing repuaration for the past and amend-
ment for the future. Liability for industrial
diseases may he lonked upon as a portion of
the cost of production that should he a charge
upon industry. Tt is apparent that o first
duty is to prevent damage to its workmen by
any discases due to the industry. The eapacity
to bear the burden is, however, an impartant
factor. Tuberculosis has been a notifiable in-
fections disease in Western Australian mines,
and it will be possible to compare at ne distant
date the rate of oceurrence of tubereulnsis
amongst the working mincrs in comparison
with persons of other oceupations.

Roek drills: Rock drills in development ends
are particularly liable to cause rapid charging
of the air with partieles of fine dust unless
water is used skilfully and in adequate quan-
tity. Tubular steel drills shonld be used
with a flow of water through them to the
cutting edges, but great care must he taken
not to allow any air to pass through the drills
with the water, ag then it hecomes impossible
to prevent ezeape of fine dust in the air hub-
hles. The dust is very fine, and not perecp-
tible by the senses of the operator who goes
on inhaling it without knowing hiz danger. T
have met with instanees where the tube fitted
in the machine to lead the water to the drill
has been found to be out of order, resulting
in prodrction of an esecaping fox of atomised
water, which tends soon to raise the humidity
of the air at the face to 2 state of saturation
with constant extreme discomfort to the men
working there. The supply and use of a mach-
ine defective in this way shovld be prohibited
by regulations under penalties.

Any man who held the position of Minister
for Mines for the last four yvears—I mention
that period because it is during those four
years that we have had a general examina-
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tion of the men in the mines—and Las seeu
the results of the work in the laboratory
year after year, on top of which he has
received a report from the Chief MMining
Inspector and yet failed to introduce regula-
tions such as those before the House now,
would not be worthy to hold that position.
[ am not asking anything tfrom the com-
panies. Of course, it may cost a few pounds,
but what is that when we consider the saving
of mew’s lives? Our first consideration should
he {for the health of the men and any little
extra vost involved should be willingly borne
hy the mines for the sake ol the health of
their employees. 1 am rather sorry that
some of the stafements uitered in another
place were made. Some people who have
supported the regulations have said things
that wonld be much better unsaid, while
others who advoeated the disallowance of
the regulations also said things that would
have been befter unsaid.

Hon. G. Taylor: There was extravagance
on hoth sides.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
s0. Sueh statements will not lead us any-
where nor will they do any good. I am
positive that members of this House will
not disallow the regulations and 1 am hope-
Yul that hon. members in another place will
not disallow them either. If the regulations
ave agreed to, I zive the House my assurance
that T will table a regulation, as soon as 1
possibly ean, iz order to provide the right
of appeal from the deeision of an inspector
regarding roek drills. That should overcome:
any objection that has heen raised.

HON, SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham—in reply) [8.13]: The Minister has
mmade o long statement regarding the regu-
lations, but not in reply to my statements.
I merely asked for the right of appeal and
the Minister readily agreed to that. T have
no objection to protecting the lives of the
workers. I helieve that that should be done
to the fullest possible extent. Already we
have lost too many lives in the winning of
zold in Western Australia. I have no infen-
tion whatever of preventing anvthing being
done for the protection of the miners. All
T asked for was the richt of appeal against
the decision of the District Inspector with
rexard to rock drills, and, as I have alrendy
indirated. the Minister readily aereed to that.
I am perfertly willing to aecept the Min-
ister’s assurance that he will provide an-
other rezunlation pranting the right of
appeal,
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The Minister for Mines: But it is useless
to do ihat unless the regulations are agreed
to.

Hon. Sir JAMES MUTCHELL: That is
so, but if the regulations stand, the new
regnlation will be introduced.

The Minister for Mines: That is so.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELI:: Then
there is no need to say any more. I did
not want the impression to be gained from
the statement made by the Minister that
members of the Opposition did nof support
actions necessary to protect the lives and
health of the men.

The Minister for Mines: I hope T did not
suggest anything of the sort.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: No, but
seeing that the Minister dealt exhaustively
with the subject, it might be econcluded he
did so' hecause of objections raised by the
Opposition.

The Minister for Mines: I do not think
80.
Mr. Mann: At any rate, the Minister gave
us a most interesting statement.

Guestion put and negalived.

BILL—CRIMINAL CODE AMEND-
MENT.

Council’s Amendments.

Sehedule of three amendents made by the
Councili now onsidered.

In Commitiee.

Mr. Panton in the Chair; Mr, Mann in
charge of the Bill,

No. 1. Clanse 2.—Delete Subclause (5)
and (6), and inseri the following in lien
thereof, to stand as Subsection (5):—(5.)
If the accused person is found guilty of
an offence punishable with death, but the
jury are of opinion from the medical psy-
chological and any other relevant evidence
that he is a mental defective, and that by
reason of such mental defectiveness he was
incapable at the time when the offence was
committed of understanding what he was
doing or of forming a rational judgment
on the moral quality of such aect, they may
add a rider to that effect, and in that ease
the judee shall make such order as he
would make if such person had been aequit-
ted on aceount of unsoundness of mind, and
such person shall be deemed to have been so
nequitted, and the Governor may provide
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tor suclr person’s safe custody in manner set
out in Seetion G53. :

Mr. MANN: ‘That amendwent does not
wllect the weaniug of the Bill.

Th> Premier: There is a great difference
in the wording.

Mr. MANN: Bui the effect is the same.

The Premier: Then why the need for the
alteration?

Mr. MANN: The Council’s amendment
is move comprehensive and the phraseology
is better.

The Premier: Who moved it?

Alr. MANN: The late Dy, Saw, who had
churge of the Bill in the Couneil, drafted
the amendment, and submitted it to me
Jjust before his illness.

The Premier: The Bill merely referred
to a person mentelly defeective.

Mr. MANN: Perhaps this is better.

The Premier: No, it might confine the
board to a pacticular phase of mental de.
fectiveness.

My, MANN: The Council have only put
inte words what was implied by the clause
as ugreed to here. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question pat and passed; the Council’s
ameuadment agreed to.

Na. 2, Clause 2, Subelanse 7.—Strike
out the words “shall include in line 2 and
insert the word “means” in lien.

Mr. MANN: The Council have restored
the wording of the subelause to what it was
when the Bill was introduced. The Com-
mittee here insected “shall inelude” in lien
of “means.” 1 move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Tuneil’s
amendment agreed to.

Nu, 2 —Insert a new clanse to stand as
Clause 3 as fnllows:—-3. Suhsection (3)
of Seetion 187 (as amended bv the Crimi-
nal Code Amendment Act, 191R) is hereby
amended by the deletion of the word “six,”
appearing in the third line of said subsec-
tion and the substitution of the word
“nine.”

Mr., MANN: Although the new clanse
would come within the Title of the Bill, 1

doubt whether it comes within the scope
of the Bill,

The CHAIRMAN: 1In my op iuon it
does not ecome within the scope of ‘be Bill,
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and therefore the Councils amendment can-
not be discnased.

Mr. MANN: Do you wish me to move
in the matter?

The CHAIRMAN: No, amendment No.
3 cannot be dealt with. I simply rule it
out of order

Hesolutions reported. A committee con-
sisting of Mr. Panton, Hon. G. Taylor and
Mr. Mann drew up reasons in respect to
amendment No. 3. Ressons adopted and
a message accordingly returned to the Coun-
eil,

House adjourned at 8.30 p.m.

Legislative qouncil.

Thursday, 12th December, 1929.

Ament to Billa ...
Qllmtlonl ;Jvorken enmpemuon and. guld m!nlng

Sittings : Audltjonal dr
Motlon; Mining regulatlons, to disallow ...
Bills: Crimloal Code Amendment, Amemlhy'n Mce

saye
Gemldton Satlors snd Soidlers’ Memorlal In
gtitnte, Assembly’s amendments ...
Miner's Phthisla Act Amendment, recom., Ju. .
Ingpection of Bceatfolding Act  Amendment,

Assembly's Message . 2128
Public Ber\ril:e .%{Jpeal Board Act Amendmenb,
Assernbl es3age ., 2138
Pablic Service Act Amendment 2n l.‘:om
recom., report 21856
Minera" Phthjds Act Amendment.. Amembly's 2148
Public Servl ppenl Bosrd Acf. Amendmenl.,
blys further Hemse v 2148
Appropriation, 2B 2148
Fremantle City Councl I.nnds. Com., etc. ... 2153
Road Closure (No. 2), recom., etc. 2163
!‘nbllc Serv‘lce Act Amendment .a.membly's

'.l'mnater egf Land Act Amenement. (No 2) re-

Edueaf.lon Act Amendment, 2n.,

Roads Closure (No. 2), Aasembly's Wessage,
request for conférence

P‘ublﬁ Service Act Amendment Ansembly‘s

Edneatmct. A.mendmenl‘., returged

Land Agents, Assembly's reqnem. for conference

Roads oBiire (No. 2), Conference managers’
Closu.re ('\'o 2) bly'n flnt.her Mu;u.ge

Papers: State Shipping .’Serﬂm
Adjournment : Close oi See.aion, Complhnentnry re-
moarks 2

The PRESIDEXNT took the Chair at 430
p.m., acd read prayers.

ASSENT TO BILLS.

Message from the Governor received and
rend notifying assent to the undermen-
tioned Bills:—

1, Companies Act Amendment.

2, Cremation.

3, Licensing Act Amendment.

4, Reserves (No. 2).

5, Agricultural Bank Ae¢t Amendment.

6, Redistribution of Seats Aet Amend-

ment.

QUESTION — WORKERS' COMPENSA-

" TION AND GOLD MINING INDUS-

TRY.

Hon. E. H. IARRIS asked the Honor--
ary Minister,—1, For each respective year,
1925-26, 1926-27, 1927-28, 1928-29, since
the proclamation of the Third Schedule of
Seetion 7 of ‘“The Workers’ Compensa-
tion Aet, 1925,"" as applied to the Gold-
mining Indastry—(a) what number of em-
ployees were insured? (b) what number
of employees were compensated? (e)
what was the total amount of premiums
received? (d) what was the total amount
of compensation paid? (e) what was the
amount of ezcess of income over expendi-
ture? 2, What number of employees are
now in receipt of compensation?

The HOXORARY MINISTER replied:
1, (a) Not available. Premiumg are com-
puted on wages and salaries paid. (b) Not
readily available, hut the claims arising in
each year were as follows:—1925-6 (about
two weeks only), 1; 1926-7, 27; 1927-8, 27;
1928-9, 19. (e), 1925-6, nil; 1926-7, £25,907
1s. 3d.; 1923-8, £32,786 18s. 8d.; 1928-9,
£33,672 13s., (d) 1925-6, nil; 1926-7, £1,497
16s. 9d.; 1927-8, £6,230 5s 9d.; 1928.9.
£8,064 14s. 1d. (e) The excess of premiums
over compensation payments amounted to
£76,569 17s, 4d. This amount has been car-
vied to reserve to meet unsettled and antiei-
pated claims., 2, Seventeen.

SITTINGS—ADDITIONAL DAY.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew—Central} [4.35]: I move—

That the House at ita rising adjourn until’
Friday, 13th inst., at 4.30 p.m,



